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There are a number of constructions in English that  
you can use to describe thoughts about the future  
that someone had at some point in the past. 

New language  “Would” and “was going to”

Vocabulary  Changing plans

New skill  Saying what you thought

The future in the past

CROSS OUT THE INCORRECT WORDS IN EACH SENTENCE

KEY LANGUAGE THE FUTURE IN THE PAST USING “WOULD”
Where you would use “will” to talk about a future event from 
the present, you use “would” to talk about your past view of it.

230-233_289759_EFE_60.indd   230 06/06/2016   11:51



231

KEY LANGUAGE THE FUTURE IN THE PAST USING “WAS GOING TO”
Where you would use “going to” to talk about a future event from the 
present, you use “was / were going to” to talk about your past view of it.

MARK THE SENTENCES THAT ARE CORRECT
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SAY EACH SENTENCE OUT LOUD IN THE PAST TENSE

KEY LANGUAGE THE FUTURE IN THE PAST USING THE PAST CONTINUOUS
You can also use the past continuous to talk about 
an arranged future event from a time in the past. 
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CHECKLIST

 “Would” and “was going to”   Changing plans   Saying what you thought   

LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND DECIDE WHICH THINGS ACTUALLY HAPPENED

REVIEW THE ENGLISH YOU HAVE LEARNED IN UNITS 57–60

“WISH” FOR FUTURE HOPES

THE FUTURE CONTINUOUS 
WITH “WILL”

THE FUTURE CONTINUOUS 
AS A MATTER OF COURSE

THE FUTURE CONTINUOUS  
TO TALK ABOUT THE PRESENT

THE FUTURE PERFECT

THE FUTURE PERFECT 
CONTINUOUS

THE FUTURE IN THE PAST

NEW LANGUAGE SAMPLE SENTENCE UNIT
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